THE 


| CONFESSION * 


OF FAITH 
| R ac = 
Of certaine Enpliſ, h people, living 18 
exile,in the Low Canniries, 


Together with a brief nete cf the ſpeciall 
' Heads of thofe things wherein we dif- 
7) fer from the (hwrch of England, 


2 _-= O R. 4, T3. 
We beleeve : theretore bave we ſpoken. 
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H.nmony of Confef: in the Preface ſet before ire 
the name of the French & Beigick Churches, 


" The Prelates and Priefts alway cry out,that we 
are Hereticks, Schi\maricks,& $ aries, How- 
beir ler them know that the crime of Herely is 
not to be impured tothem whoſe Faith doth 
wholy rely vpo moft ſure grounds of the (crip- 
ture ; Thar they are nor Schiſmaticks, who en- 
tirely cleave tothe rae (ſharch of God, ſuch 2 
the prophets 8 Apoſtles do deſcribe unto us; :Nor 
| they to be counted SetFaries, who erabrace the 
| 21th of God, which is one & alwavs like ie (elf, 
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To the reverend and learned men, Sradents of 
h Iv Scripture in the Chriſtian Univegſi:ie-,of 
Leydon in Hollandzot $S Andrews in Scate 
l:n' of Hey. lelvergh, Geneva, in. 4 6F 
hike famwus $cbonles of leg nig 10 
the Low Coun:r es, Scoilend, 
Germany, & F ance. 

The Englilh pe ple exiled, in the Low Coarrigs, 
with grace & peace in Icfus Chriſt, 


Hu true Cofeſſion of our Faith , in or 
þ 37 1gment, wholy agreeable to the ſacred Scripe 
1s & , we here exhibit unto all to be diſcuſſed : and 
unto you (reverend Ss) we deat tent for two Carte 
ſes. Fit, for that we know you are able in refþect 
of yoxr fi gular knowledge in the Serip'u' , and 
hope you are willing mn vesett of your fincere piety, 
19 ConPince OHY EVYOWr'S by the light of Goas wod, 
if any where we erre out of the way, Seconaly,that 
1-215 teft:mony of Chniftan Faith, if you alſo find 
i: to agree with the word of rath , may by you be 
epproved,euher mn ſilence or by writing, 4s yo#s ſh.all 
thinke beſt. | 
It may be, we fh.ll be thought very bold, that, 
being deſpiſed of all, yet donbtgd not to ſot1c1i8 
you [0 many apd ſo greatlearned menu, Bui this 
w: 41d, partly at the requeFt af others, ra wi0#7 wwe 
w-uld n0; deny ut x parily with deſc to hy: the 
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through your help more defended & furder ſpread 
broad g partly conftrained by our exile and other 
Calameties almoſt infinite ; partly alſo moved with 
'OPe of our native Countrie, and of theſe where- 
w n9w we live, and others elſe where; wrſhing that 
all ma walk wuh a yight foot to the truth of the 
Goſp b,4nd praying dayly unto God,that the great 
Worke of religs02., & the Church decryed, which 
be hath happily begun in theſe latter times, by our 
Gracious Soveraigne and the ether Princes of theſe 
Conntries and ages ( bu Servants ) he would fully 
accompliſh to the glorie of his name and eternall 
ſalvation in (riſt of his cleft in all places of the 
Earth. . 

Touching the cauſes which moyed us to publiſh 
thi Coofeiſion of Faith , and to forſake the 
Church of England, 43 now it ſtandeth, we have 
iracly, and as briefly as wt could related them, in 
the Preface to the Reader berea frer fulloweng ; and 
therefore thought here to omnt the repetinon. of 
them, The Lord leſus alway preſerve you and your 
Omyerſiries,ts the praiſe of hu name, the ornamets 
of good learning,the propagation» & maintenance 
of his pare Religions, 


From Amfterdam inthe low Countries; 
The yeare of thelaft patience of 
the Saints, x59 8. 
The : 


The Preface to the 
Chriſhan, Reader. 


T may ſeetne ftcapge unto thee (Chri. 
'w ] (tian Reader ) that any of the Engliſh 
"vation ' ſhou]d for the truth of the 
Goilpell be forced to forlake their native 
country, and live in exile , eſpecially in 
theſe dayes when the gaſpell ſeemeth ro 
have free paſſage and floriſh io that land, 
And for this caule have our exile beene 
hardly thought of by many,& evilſpoken 
of by ſome, who know not (as irſeemerth) 
either che rrue eftare of the Church of 
England , or cauſes of our foriaking and 
ſeparation from the ſame, but hearing this 


Seft(as they call it):o be eyery where ſpoken AR18, 
«gainſt,have (withour all further fearc)ac- 29+ 


counted vnd divulged us as heretitks, or 
Schiſmaticks at tbe leaſt, Yea ſome (and 
ſuch as worſt might) have ſought the in- 
creaſe of our affliions , even here alſo if 
_ they could : which thing they haye both 

{earetly and openly attewpted, | 
* 5 This 


1. The Prefers © 
Kar loffogaentdy thy that #e ſhould beve 
reft in any part IEEE wor lf & 

Rev. 12 therefore cealecb Bot ro Muke warre with 

the remnant of the womans ſeed, which keep 

the commandments of God, and the teft:wony 

Pſal,1os, Of ſeſw. Chr:i#t, Bur the:Lord that brought 

13,14 Þisformer /ſ-a6l our of Egypt; and when 

they walked abont from nations to nations, 

om one Kingdume 10 andthe: people, juffe- 

red #0 man to doe thers wrong, bt reproved 

Kings for thirr fbikgs : The tame Lord yer 

liveth to maititaine the rights of bis afflic- 

xed Seryants, whom he hath ſevered,and 

dayly gathereth out of the world, to bee 

T Pet.2.9 unto himfelfe a choſen generation-, a royall 

P/al 46,1 P,6:itbodd , 4 peculiar people & lſracl of 

God: He is our hope an4 ttrengrh 6e help 

in troubles ready to be found, be will hide 

vs auder his wings,and uncer bis feathers 

we {hall be lure, untill thete mileries bee 

overpaſt, 

And though we conld for our parts wel 

have botn this rebuke of Chriſt in fGilence, 

' & left our caule to him whojudgeth juſt- 

ly allthe children of men: yer for the ma- 

nifeftation $ clearing of the truuþ of God 

. from reproaches ef men,& for the bring - 


wg 
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the Chriſtian Reader. > 


-ing others together with our {elyesto the 
[/ fame knowledge and fellowſhip of the 


goſpel,we bave thought it needfull 8 our 
duty to make known anto the world,our 
unfeyned faith in God and loyall obedi- 
ence towards our Prince and all Goyer- 
nours ſet over us in the Lord , togetber 
with the reaſons of our leaving the inte 


" #ery,wor ſhip, (Church of England, W bich 


are not ( as they pretend ) for ſome few 
faults and corruptions remaining, ſuch as 
we acknowledge may be found in the per- 
feReft Church on carth : Neither count 
we it lawfull for any member to forfake 
the fellowſhip of the church for blemiſh- 


_ nes andimperfeRion , wbich every one 


according to bis calling ſhould ſtudiouſly 
{ſcek rocure,and to exipeR and further ir, 
untill either there follow redrefle or the 
diſeaſe be growen ſacurable, 8 the candle- 
ſtick,be moved ont of the place, But we ba- 
ving through Gods mercy learned-to dil- 
cerne betwixt 4 the trne worſhip. of God 
and the Amtichriftian Leiturgy ; The true 
miniſtery of Chrift & Auticbriſtian prela- 
cy;the ordinances of Chrifts teftament and 


Rev.2,5 


a 2 Cor.6 


14,15. 
P/. 94,20 
2 Theſ.2, 


3s 


Popiſh canons: have allo learned to leave þ »ſal, 37 
bthe eyill and chooſe the good,to farſake 27, 
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 Tor.$1, Babel the Land of our captiyitie, and ok 


4 us uoto S10n,the monnt of the Lords holines, \ 


and place where his honowr d welleih, 

But firſt wedefire thee, youd Reader, 
to underftand,and mind that we baye nor 
in any dif].ke of the civil eftate & politick 
government in that com>mon wealth which 
we muck like & love fleparared our lelves 
from that Church: Neither baye we {haks 
eff gur alledgeance & dutifull obedience 
to our Soverzigne Prince, the honourable 
Counſellers,and other Magiftrars fer over 
vs,but bave alwayes & fill due reverence 
love & obey them every one in the Lord, 
oppoſi 19g our ſelys againft all etiemies for- 
reigne or domeftica};agaivſt all iovaſions, 
talurre&ions,treaſoos, or conſpiracies, by 
whomſoever ;idrended againſt the Pcince 
and the State, and are ready to adventure 
ourlives in their defence, it need require; 
neither have our greateſt adverfariesever 
been able to atraine us of the leaſt difloy- 
altiein this regard, And thongh now we 
be exiled, yer doe we dayly pray and will 
for the preſervation,peace, avd proſperity 
of our Soveraigne Prince and all the do- 
minions of that kingdome, 

gud whereas we haye been accuſed bf 
| amr ſion 
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; intruſ on »nto the Magiſtrais office, as going 


the Chiifian, Reader, | 9 


abuur our lelves to retorme ite abules ity 
chat land,iris a meer malicious calumnie, 
which our adverſaries have forged out of 
their owa heart, We bave alwayes buth by. 
word & praQtite [hewed the edtrary ve1- 
ther ever atterpted or purpoled any ſuch 
thing: but bave endeyoured tbus onely to 
reforme our lelyes & our lives according 
ro the rule of Gods word , by abfteyoing 
t10all evil,& keeping the « 6 nardements 
of Jeſus; leavidg the ſuppretling & caſtin 
out of thoſe remnants of Idolatry ; _ 
the Magiftrats to whom it belongerh, 

And further we teftify by tirele preſents 
unco al men, & defire them io tk: knows 
ledg hereof,that we have not forlakev ary 
poioc of the true auntienr, Ca:bolicke and 
apoftiike faith profeſſed in our laod; bur 
hold the ſame grounds of Chriftian vell 
gion with them Il, aggreeing likewiſe 
bereip, with the Dutch ,Scotniſh, Germ uw, 
French, Helyetiaw, and all other Chriftian 
reforaied churches round about us, whole 
Conf:fions pabliſhed, we call to witnetle 
onr agreement with them , in matrersof 
greateft m»yment , beivg conferred with 
theſe Articles of our Faeyth tollowing, 

As Tho 


Web 6 6, 
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of wonfeſe 
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The things then onely againſt which we 
coatead, and which we miſlike inthe En- 
gliſh pariſh aſfemblies,are many reliques 
of that an of ſinne(whom they pretend ro 
have abandoned) .yet reteyned among 
them,& with a bigh band maintained, up 
boldg & impoled, The particulars wherol 
(being almoft infinite) cannot well of us 
be ſer downe, and would be tedious and 
yrklome to thee (good Reader:) Burt che 
principall beads wee will truely relate, and 
that fo briefly as in folarge and confule a 
ſubje& we Can, 

Firſt, the planting and conſtituting of 
their Church ( ar the beginning of Queen 
El:Fabeths reigne) they received at unce 
into the body of that Church, as members, 
the whole [a:1, which generally then ftood 
for the moſt part orofefled Papifts, who 
bad revolred from the profeſſion , which 
they made in the dayes of king Edward of 
happy memory , and ſh<d much blood of 
many Chriftian martyrs iv Queen fares 
dayes. T his people yer landing io this 
bearfull Gatull Rate, in Idolatry,blindpes, 
Supertticion rand all manner wickedaoes, 
wichous any pcofelled repentance , and 
Fickous the meanes thereof, namely the 

| - preachiog 


the Chriſtian Reader, xr 
preaching of the word, goivg before, were 

by force and authority uf Law only com 
pelled,and together received into the bo» 

ſome and body. of the Church, rh«it Seed 

bapciſe d,themſelvs received & compelled 

tothe Lurde Supper,bad this miniftery & 

{crvice (which now they ule) enjoyngd & 

fer over'tbem,and ever ſince they & their 

S$-ed ternaine io tbizeftate, beiog all bur © 1 Pet.2 
one body, commonly called the ( bwrcb of -— Wh ty 
England, Here are none exempted or ex- jo 2,38 
cluded,be they never ſo propban or wret- 4, a1, is 
ched,noatheiſt,adulrerer,thief,or murde- s, 36,37, 
rer,no lyer,perjurer,wircb,or c6jurer,&c, & 15, 9, 
all are one fellowſhip , one body , one Job, 10,3, 
Church. Now let the law of God be look- Dm 
ed idto, and there wilbe found that ſuch 4 by = 
perſons 4 are not fir Rones for the Lords 2,5, Mar: 
Spirituall houſe , no meet members for 18, 15,17 
Cihrifts glorious body, None of yeares 6 £*2-13, 
may be received iato the Church without #9 N4m: 
free profeſſed faith,repentance, and ſab- To 4 5 
mitſion unto the Goſpell of Chriſt and his xg, 15, 
| heavenly erdinavces, Neither may cavy 14, 16, 
continue there longer then they bring Mat:3,12 
forth the frairs of fayth , walking as be £*2:20» 


commeth the goſpel of Chriſt, Chratt feſms « -=R 
5, 6. 


—— 
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of and from the world, How then ſhould 


this cofuſgd & mixed people be eſteemed 


rhe orderly gathered true planted and 

right conftitured Church of God ? 
| Secondly,as they have reteyned the whole 
rout of the popiſh multitude without 
any diftio&tion , for members of rheir 
Church , fo bave they ſet over them (3 
realon was) the ſame popiſh Cleargie and 
Prelacy , which they received trom tbe 
| Rewiſh Apoftalie , and this day is ro bee 
Abit , found in rhe pogilh Churches ; to wit : 
_ lefias Azrchbs, Primates, Bbs, Metropolitans, Sufe 
flical of- frag &, Aichdcacons, Deans, Chancellours, 
Vices are (19mſſaries, and the reſt of that rable, 
at thi day which rule and govern theſe aſſemblies 
in the according to the popiſh Canons, Rites, and 
.C 49 ch of Cytowes,T heſe have the power & autho« 
_—_— ' ritie in their hands to ſet forth injunRios, 
oneap=s fomakeand depoſe Miniſters, to excoms 
pointed Ly Municate both Priefts aod people, which 
Chriſt in they doe very exquiſitly , if they yeeld 
by Teſta- nor unto them their due homage & obe- 
ment, dience. Theſe have both Eccleliaſtica] and 
civilauthority, toreigne as Princes in the 
Church;and live as Lords in the Common 
wealth, to puniſh, impriſon;and perlecute 
eve todeatt al that dare but once murter 
5) apainſt 
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the (briſtian- Reader, 1'P 
exiſt their unlawfull proceedings. Of 
tiele Prelats tyranny, cruelty and unlewe 
ull authority, the better ſort both of prea « 
bers and people bave cryed gut,and long 

time ſaed unto the Prince & Parliament 

to have them removed ont of the church, 
as beivg rhe limmes of Antichrift, Bur 
ot prevailing, they are now content (for 
avoy ding of rhe crofle of Ch13/t)ro ſubmit 
themlelves and their foules to this Anti- 
chriſtian Hierarchy, and beare the fiofull 
yoake and burden of their traditions, and 
to receive and carry about the dreadfull 
and dereftable marke of the Beaſt upon 
them, | 

Thirdly, the inferiour miniſtery of that 


Church, conſiſteth of Prieſts, Perſons, Vi. 


cars, Cnrats hired preachers or Lettwers, with with what 
Clerks,and other like Officers , which have words & 
received their offises,calling, and authoritie 147 , 1 
from their forenamed Lords the Prelats; _ = 
to whom they {weare their canonical! obe- ores , 


dience,and promife toperforme it with all ;heſe 


reverence and ſubmiſhon, Their office things 

is to read over the Service Booke and are to be 
Bifhops Decrees, thereby to worſhip God, done, = 
to marry , to bury, to Church women, © nog, F 
to viſit the ſick , give bim the __- Rubrick, 
an 


Ms ce 3; +. o. 
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14 The Preface to 
and forgive bim all his fianes; & if their 
livings or benefices { as they are called) 


amount toa certaine ſumme of money in 


—_—_— 


the Princes booke,then muſt they preach, 
or gee ſ5me other to preach for them four | 
Sermons ina yeare in their Parith. Where ' 


allo muft he noted, that the moſt part of 
theſe Priefts are utterly unlearned , and 
cannot preach ar all; whereby it commeth 
to paſſ- that moſt of the people. are ay 
bliode as they were in the darke dayes of 
popery. Thete Minifters generally ,a{well 
preachers as other,live in feare and lervi- 
rude under the forelail Lords the Bbs. 
For as without their licence written and 
Sealed, they cannot preach, {> upan their 


diſpleaſure and for not obeying their in- 'F 


jun&ions,they are many times (uſpended, 
degraded & if they wil not be ruled, put 
in priſon:{o that ſundry of them have beg 
ſalpeded & impriſoned for preaching aga 
inft the Prelats, not [ubicribing to their de» 
viled Articles & Booke of cpmas prayer,not 
wearivg the ſquare Cap and Surplice, not 


4 


reading the Seryice-book,& be tyed tothe . 


lame,not comicg tothe Bbs.{avres vititati 
ons, inquifitions,til now of late being wea 
ried with theſe troubles,they give place 10 

their 
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1 their tyranny ,end are content ro conform 


themſelys,and yeeld rheir Canonical obe- 
dience accofding to their Oath, keeping 
now filence,yea going back, bearing avd 
bolftering the things which heretofore by 
word and writivg they ftood againſt; fo 
long as there was avy hope that tbe priuce 
and Counlſell would bave bearkened unto 
them, and put theſe adverſary Prelates out 
of the Churcb. | 
Fomrthly, for adminiftration, which js 
by Law impoſed upon all, both Clergie & 
Laitte, (tor ſo they diftirguiſh them) they 
athered their Seryicc-booke verbatim out 
of the Haſſe booke, turning out of Latine 
into Englifh the Syffrages, prayers, Letany, 


& colletts, ec, (leaving our ſome of the pretle 


points therin) keepivg Rtill the old faſhion 
of Pſalmes,Chapters, Piftles, Goſpels, yer- 
ficles,reſponds; allo Te Denm, Benediftus, 
Mag mficat, Nanc d1mittts, Onr Father, 
Lord have mercy upon us, The Lord be with 
394, 0 Lord openthos my lips, Gloyie to God 
on high, Lift up your hearts, O come let us 
7ejoyce, Glorie be to the Father, Ouicanque 
#3, &c, Theſe doe they read dayly,mor- 
n\ bg & evening all the yearelovg in their 
Priefily veftures,Surplice,cope,&c.Some 
| they 
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They ſav, and {ome they fog , havivg is. | 
\ Their Cathedrall Churches , the O-g4ns, - 


Laerijters ſirging men and boys, as it» LN.E$ 

Some of paſt in p pery. Many Popith errours yet 
eo remaine 1n that booke, which their awne 
Engioſh Þ chers have noted and tound faulr 
Books ſer #1th.) There are they preſcribed what 
forth, prayers to read over the dead , over the 
bave c-rae avd graffe, ſome time jo the Yeare, 
reckoned By it are they enj-yned to keepe their 
above 107 huly dayes to their Lady (as they ca]l her) 
RR to all Sinks and Angels , tro all Chriſts 
ons, ves Ap '[Ples, (except Paul & Barnabas) whoſe 
reteyned evcs they are commanded to faft, as alſo 
in thy their Lent and Ember dayes, beſides fry- 
Church: qayes and faterdayes throughout the 
whole Y-are, By thus booke are the Mini« 

ft.rs inft uted how to marry , with, the 

ſipne of the Ring,&c, ro bapiife iv the 
hallowed Font , with ſigne of che cr fe, 

with Godfathers aud Godmothers,aiking 

the child whether ir-will forſake the devil 

and all his workes, &c, to minifter alſo 

their other Sacrament or communion to 

the people kneeling , as when in popery, 

they received their maker, the words of. 

Chrifts inftirution altered, and others ta, 

ſtead of tuE taken out of the popes portuis 

wb with 
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the ( briſtians Reader, 17 
wit innumerable ſuch like ecormities & 
fopperies. wherewith it {warmeth, 

And this is all the worſhip and ſervice 
which many pariſhes bave uſually, except 
peradventure ſome written Homilies 
which the unlearned Prieſts'read unto 
them, 

' This Service muſt firſt be read , and 
bath the preeminence, even on the Lords 
dayes, before any preacbirg , yea before 
Bible jt ſelfe. Hee that can read this 
Bocke diftin&ly, is fitt enough with them 
t1 bea Prieſt , yea many that have beene 
Arrificers, as Shoemakers, TaylergWea- 
vers,Potters,&c, and without any guifts 
or knowledge at all , ſave onely to read 
Enpliſh, have been and are admitted, an 

to this day maintained by the Prelats in 

the Minifterie, 
To theſe Churches MinmiSerg & Sere 


' vice muſt all the people there come every 


day , yea though they have in the nexx 
Pariſh a Preacher , and in their owng 
dumb uvlearned Prieft, yer axe they al 


. tyed to their owne Church and Minifter, 


& muft at the leaſt twile a Yeare receive 


the Sacramecor at his hands, 
B It they 


is The Priface to 

If they refoſe this,or doe det 6rdinarily 
come,totbeir pariſhChurch,then are they 
furnmoned,excommunicated, and ipri- 
foned, till they become obedient, 

In this bondage are our Cotititrymen | 
they are held onder the pticfts & prelats; 
And ſuch as by the word of God witnefle 
dgainft & condemne theſe abomivations, * 
they bate,puniſb, part to death, and perte- 
| | Ciite out of the Land. 

j | Who now in whom any ſpark of trae 
[| 


liphr is, cannot plainly perceive this their 

Miniſteiy, Worſhip, and Chmrch to'be falle 

and adulterate? Doth Chrifts eternall 

Teftament ordaine and approve of ſuch 

Popiſh Lords and Prelats to reigne over 

bis Church ? Are theſe , thole Chriftian 

« Rom.12 Bilhops, that is a Paſtors, Teachers, and | 

1 Cor, 12 Elders , which hee hath ſet in his Cburch | 

ye: ! and over his owne people unto theend of | 

35> the World ? Or can thoſe Preachers | 

which are thus created and depoſed by, 

thus ſworne and obedient unto their ſpiri- 

| tuall Lords , bee deemed true Teachers of 

\ the Goſpell of Chrift, lawfully called and ( 

1h b Toh. ordained to that Minifterie? [s tbat their 

24, Mar, E2gliſh Mafle, the 6 true and ſpirituall 

15.9, Worſhip of God, according to his je 
W] 
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will? We are taught in the Scriprures 4 ,; neue 6 
that there can bee no 4greement Made 4,5, Mat+ 
berwix: Chriſtand Antictirift; betwixt the 16, 6, 
Laws of God ahd miens traditionszrhat the 2 C97-% 
Servants of Jeſus may nor ſubmic uhto PraL.z0G, 
or receive the marke of the Beaſt, neither 34235,36 
drivke of the Cup'of the wbore of Baby- j 1,44: 
lons fornicatios,or buy any of her wares z' verſ 13, 
but muſt 6 contend tor the maintenance c 2 Cor: 6 
of that Faith, which was once given unto 17.0png 
the Saints,keeping their foulc's and bo. 4 Rev: 1H 
diesfure from Antichriftian pollutions, , «+ ,, 
touching c no uneleane thing, nor baving 10,1, 
any fellowſhip with che oofruicful works 


of darknes,leaft d by partaking with their 


- fines they receiye alſo of rheir plagues, 


3nd drinke of the wine of the wrath of 

God, 8 be tormented ig fire & brimftone, 

before the boly Angels and before the 

Lamb for evermore. If Chrift be God,lee 

us follow him : bur if the Pope be Ged, 

what ſhall we ſay ? why bave we left him, 

his Church,and miniftery, bis worſhip & 
juri{digion 7 or what halting, 66 mocking 

with the Lord is this. ,, to put awdy: He Mer.6,24 
Popes per{an,and retaine the Prelgny. and ye = 
Miniftery . bis Lawes, Traditions £8bJ'h .. OY 
Cavons, bis workÞip andServine- 0 k2,14 «5 

B 2 k 
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the leaft to frame nnto our (clvs a worſhip 
Miniftery, and Church after the patterne 
and mould of the Apoftaly of Rome ? 
which whbat other thiog is it , then to 
make an Image of that wild beaft ,* and 
force men to worſhip it ? 
Thus ſeeft thou briefly (good Chriftian 
| Reader) the things which wee miſlike in 
ter. $1,6. the Church of England, and for which wee 
Msc.2-10 have ſeparated our felyes as God coms 
_—_ = maundeth, 
117.  _ Toall theſe,if we were amongft them, 
AR.2,;40 ſhould we be forced to ſubmite our bo- 
dies ahd Soules, or elſe ſuffer violence at 
the hands of the Prelates , and end our 
lives by violent death, or moſt miſerable 
impriſonment, as maby of our brethren 
before us have done. For lo great is the 
malice & power of theſe Romiſh Priefts, 
that they perſecute nngo death ſuch as 
Ipeak againſt thew; and ſuch poore Chri- 
ftians as they cat into thein noylome pri- 
foris;can ſeldome or never getr out(except 
- with ſhipwrack of conſcience) untill they 
be carried forth upon the Beere, Neitber 
is there'#ny care taken for their reliefe iu 
this caſe: Bat being caft into priſon, there 
they are deteyned withont any allowance 
m = of meat 
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of mear or money for their maintenance, 
be their want and poverty neyerlo great, 
If they have any thing of their owne, 
there they ag driven ro ſpend it up ; If 

they. have notbing , there they are letr by 
the Prelates _—_ on the ayre, And 
that they may more readily be fterved, or 
weakned ip the truth; they are commonly 
ſ\burup in cloſe priſon , their freinds and 
acquaintance being not ſuffred ro come at 
them; Nay,eyen their wives & children 
being kept and debarred from them by 
the tyranny of theſe bloody Prelates and 
their iaſtrurents ; whole bard hearts 
and unnaturall cruelty ( if thoa diddeft 
underftapd (gentle Reader)as many of us 
bave felr, and to this day yet feele , ir 
would make tby heart to bleed, confide- 
ring their unmercifull and Barbarous 
dealing. And bow many Soules hbaye 
periſhed in tbeir priſoos through mile. 
rable uſage, how many baye beene pat to 
death, and how many baniſhed , though 
we could to their eternal! infamy relate 
to allthe world , yet will we not blaze 
abroad their Acts ( for we take ng de- 


light in laying open their ſhame ) but 


mourne fer them in ſecret , committing 
B 3 our 


22 The Preface v0 


P/al: 9,12 our cauſe ty God that judgeth juſtly, 


Knowing that he thats maketh inquiſurontw 
for blood, rememorerh it, awd will no: fo: git 
th: complaint of the poore, Apd thou (Curi- 
ftian Reader ) v-uchlate to remember 


Heb,13,3 unto Goll in thy prayers ſuch as yer re- 


maine in bands ard prilvn amongſt 
tbern fot rhe reftimony of Jelus,eadurivg 
a hard heh} of afflictions , and having the 
Setteace of dearh in themſelves, are hke 
(if the Lord ſend oor unexſpeRted deliven 
Fance) there to end their dayes, | 
Conetrhivg our ſelves , who through 
the mercy of God have found a place of 
teſt in this Land , for which benefit wee 
are alwayes -and every Where humbly 
tharkfall;* We defite (Chriftian Reader) 
thy charicable and Chriftian opinion of, 
and holy prayers unto God for vs, whote 
Kingdome we ſerke \, whole ordinances 


- wedefite ro eftablifh and obcy;proteſtiog 


with good copſciences, that it »s the trath 
of his Go/petl onely.; for which we firive 
apainſt thofe curſed reliques of eFnriobr:- 
f1an apoſtafie : unto which we dare in no 
wite {nbmirt oor ſelves , no not for a 
momett, Por if ir be not lawful for 
Chriftians at this day to retaine the Cere- 

Mens 


P_ — 


= A. IE RY 


{2 
f 


e m 
= bins OP IP 4 as . _ 
n —; 1 
- & 


the Chriſtian, Reager, 23 


7 mopiesof Moſes Law together with the 
7 Goſpell, as the Paſſtover, (ircamiifiony, Gal: 4.4 
the Priefthood, Sacrifice, &c, which yert'5, 6,95 5, 
were ance commanded.by God himfelte : 1,2, Heb. 
how can we think it tollerable to obſerye $,& 9,9 
the adious Ceremonies of Antjchrift, or 10 cÞ4p- 


ſubmit our ſelyes to his Lawes, Prieſthood, 
Hierarghie,& Traditions, which the Lord 
neyer allowed , and which neyerencred 
into bis heart ; Yea which be bath ſo ſe- 
verely forbidden , with er fas = 
ments thbreatned unto all that it ils 
doe, | 

Bur becauſe we have beene very prie- 
_- {landred in onr owne nation , and 
the bruit thereof hath followed us unto 
this laad , wbereby we bave been bardly 
deemed of by many without cauſe, wee 
haze been forced at length co publiſh rhns 
briefe but.crue (anfeſfion of our Faith , for 
the clearing of our felyes from flander, 
and ſatisfying of many who defired to 
know the things we hold, Wherein if in 
any thing we erre ( as who is ſoperfe& 
that be erreth not) we crave ( good Rea« 
der) thy Chriftian brotberly Cenſare and 
information, promiſing alwayes (through 
the grace of God) to yeeld untotbe truth 

-——. 
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| whenit ſhall be furtber thewed us , and 
leave 6ut errours when by the light of bis 
word they (balbe reproved, x 
Ia like manner it [hall be thy part and 
duty to acknuwledge avd ſubmitt unto 
the truth, by wbomlvever it is profetled, 
looking alwayes rather to the precioulnes 
> Cor,4,7 of the treaſure it ic}fe thet to the baſenes 
of the veſſcls whieb contaiac it , or the 
infirggities of tboſe that witnes the 
lame; whoſe morta]l bodies thou ſhalt 
ſee potbivg but the #xarhes and dying of 
Jam.?,1 ogr Lord Jeſus Chrift, But hold not thy 
Faith in reſpe& of mens perſons, neither 
be thou moyed at the evill reports which 
have been raiſed of as, | Uy 
Here baft thou the true fymme of our 
Chriftian Faitb: Try all thiops by the rrue 
light of Gods wosd ; And if thou ſhalt 
reap any profirt by theſe our labours, * 
give God the glory , and re. 
member us unto him in 
thy prayers. Fare. 
well in Chriſt 
Jelus, 
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THE 


| CONFESSION 


OF FAITH . 


| Of certaine E nobſh people, [tying 


in the Low Countries, exiicd, 


We beleeve vyith the heart and 


confeſſe wuh the monih, | 


S þ Hat there is but 4 one God , one 
Chriſt, one Spirit, one Charch, one 
Trath,one Faith,one true Religion, b one 
rule of podlines & obecience fer al Chrj- 
ftians, in all places, at all times, to bee 
obſerved, | | 


« Deut:6 4, 1 Tim:2,5, Eph. 4,4,5.6, 
1 Cor:$,6,05 12,4 5.6,13,ler:6,16, lob. 14, 
b x Tim, 6,3.13,14, Mat: 19,9. © 28,20, 
Deut:4,2,6.6 12,32, 1 Cor: 4,17, 93 
33. 21:m:3,15,10, 17, Gal;1,8,9, Reve : 
22,18, 19: 


By 2.God 


tachc glory of his game, And touching 


"Thed one from an 
& peculiar property: rhe Father,of whom 
are the other perlops, but hee of none;the 
Sonne; begotten of 'the Father from eyer- 
laſtiog;-the Holy Gho#, praceeding from 
the Father and the Sonne before all be- 
ginnings. | 
(a) Joh.4,24, b Exod. 3,14, Row. 11,36, 


"$F.15,28, c1 Tem. 1,17,E/a.6,3,09 66,1,2 


4 1'jobn 5,7, Mat.28,19, Pre,$,22, Heb. 1,3 
© y.14.Phil.2.6,1 Cor. 8;6, Micab,5,2,P[4. 
"yds Ioh:1,1,2,18, © 10,30,z38, © 
15,26, 


3- God! hath a decreed in bimſelf from 


evetlaling wpching all things , and the 
very leaft circumftances of every thiog, 
effetually ro worke and dipole them 
acchrdivg to the counlell of his omn will, 


As 


bimtelte c eternal , .moſt boly,every way | 
ighnite, io greatnefle, wiſdome,power, | 
3 At ares Inthys Gag- } 
had there be d three Uiftin® perſons. | 
@PRterna),coequall,and coeflenciall, bring * 
every one of them one & the fame God, 
and Thecefare not HoE bur diftingyui- | 

other by their ſeverall | 


Confefiig ns of Feith, ay 
is chiefeſt creatures, GOD bath in (hr1ſf 
before the foundation of the Werld, 


Kccording to the good pieature of bis wil, 
Fore ordained tome men and Angels, to 
Scteroall life, ro be accomplitted through 
Jeſus Chrift, tothe pratle of the glorie , 

Js grace, And bath allo gof — 
Jco bis juſt purpole tore-appotnied othet® 
Jboth Appels and men,to eternall condem« 
In2tion , robe accomplithed through their 


o&ne corruption and deſert, to the praiſe 
of bis juſtice, 

alſa 46,10,Rom.11,34.35,36,Gen 45,5 
6,7 8, Mat:10,29,30,kpn :,11, bEpu l, , 
$45 0,7, 10,1[1,Mat.:$,34, 2 T1m.', ,0, 
I3,48, 1 lim,y,2iy Col.1,14,17,: $,19,23 
© t0,Job xt,6,Rhev,z9 10, 1 Ineſ-5,9,410. 
8,29,39,© 9,23, clud.v.4,9 6, Row g,11 
T2,13,17,18,22, »ith Exo.' 9,16, Mal 1,pg 
Mat.25,41,10b4 18, 2Pet.,2,4,12, 1 Pet. 2, 
8,0b, 3,19,Rome2,5,Prov.i6,4 

4. In the beginning , God made all 
things of nothing yery good; and created 
man 4 after his owne image and likenes 
in righreouſnes and holines of truth, But 
6 treighr wayes after , by the ſubtilty. of 
the Serpent which Satan. uſed as bis ig- 
Krament (chimſelfe with bis Angel be 
ving fancd before , and agt hen" ard | 


— 


firſt eftate,bur left their own habication:] 
firſt 4 Eya , theo Adam beiog ſeduced, 
did wittiogly and williogly fall into dil. 
obediepce and tranſprefſion of the com. 
mandement of God, For the which, 
e death came upon all, aod reigneth over 


Hence alſo it is , that all fince the fall of 


after his image, being eonceived and for. 
med ia iniquity, & ſo by nature children 


jeR to death, and all other calainities due 
aacoſ1n, in chis world, & for ever. 
a Gen. 1 chap. Col, 1,16, Hebr 11,3,Eſa 45 
| 12, Rev,4,11, bGeon, 1,26,27, Epb. 4,24 
bal Col.3,10,Eccleſ,7,zt. cGen,z.,l,q4 5,2 Core 
bl 11,3}. 'd 2Pet.2.4. lud,wverſ.6, lohn 8,44, 
| e Gen.3,1 2,2.6, 1 Tim,2,14-Ec.7,31.G41, 
| 23,22, f Kom-5,12,18,19, © 6,23, witb 
Wl. Gen.2,17. Rom 5,14. 9.11, g Geng, 
A \ ©S 6,5,P/al:51,5.Epb.2,z3,Kom.F,12. Deut: 
l ; 87,26,© 28 15,0&c, 


| 5. Allmankind being thus fallen and 
Wh become altogetber dead in finne , and 
| Gbjact to the erernall wrath of God, 
"  ddgrigioal and aRaall —— 
vw ec 


— 
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all; Yea even f oyer jnfants allo, which" 
| bave not ſinned after the likes manner of F 
I the tranſpreſho of Adam, that is,atually: z 


; j Adarp,are begotten g in his owne likenes | 


of wrath and Servants of ſiane, avd ſabe £6, 


(confeſſions of Fauh, 2 
Fet «theeleA,all & onely,are redeemed 
uickned,raiſed up and ſaved againe, not 
f themſelves,neither by works (leaſt any 
an ſhould boaſthimſelfe)but wholy and 
.@vely by God,of his free grace aid mercy 
brough Faith in Chriſt Jelus , 6 who of 
3od is made unto us wildome , and 
-þ Fighteouſces , and ſanRificariov, and re- 
»fPemption,that accordivg as it is written, 
$He that rejoycath fhowld rejoyce in the Lord, 
a Gen.z,15.Eph,1.3--7,& 2,49,1 Thef. 
$,9.1 Per.1n,2,3,4,5.Gen.ls5.6, with Rom. 4, 
*.3,4.5 5,22,23,24,25- A8.13,38,39,48- 
* BRom. 3,24, 25,26. 2 T1. 1,1,9, Phil.z,y-- 
a 11. 6b 10Cor.1,30,31,2 Cor:5,21,ler.24,5+ 
d 


4 


f 


6,0 9.23,24. 
s. © 4, O'VM a is life eternall,to 
now the onely true God, and whom bee 
- bath ſent into the world Jeſus Chriſt, And 
on the contrary , the b Lord will render 
vengeance in flaming fire unto them that 
know not God , and which obey not the 
Gofpell of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

1 alob.rz,;,Heb.5 9.ler.23 5,6. ba Theſ. 

1.8. 10b,z3 36.Zep'1.4.5-6, Rom. 2.8.9. 
7. Now the rule of this knowledge, 
Feit & obediece, concerning the worſhip 
& Service of God and alt other Chriſtian 
dueties , is not mens opinicns , deviſes, 
| Lawes, 


3o Confeſs:09 of Frith, 
Lawes, Copftitunonrs, or T raditions, un 
written whatſoeyer,but onely the writte 
word of God,comained in the CanonicaY. 
buoks of the old avd new Teſtament. | 
lcb: 5,39, 2 Tim 3,15, 6,17,Deur.4,2,5,600* 
Gen 6,22, Fx»d.7 ©, :,5,6, © 39,42, 41 
1(hr-.28, yP/[-! 119, tie wh i Plat 1 
Eſ: $,19,209.0 29,13, Mat.15,9, Col. 2,9Y 4 
18,23,1.ukhe x6 9,30,” 1,Gal.1,8,9, 2 Pet \ 
T.16,19,© 3,2, Kev.22.18, 19. f | 
$. lo this written word God hath plaink 
revealed whatſoever be thought peedtv! 
for us to know, beleeve, & acknowledy* 
touching the perſon and Office of Jeſs 
Chriſt;in whom al the promiſes of God ar 
Y-a,and in whom they are Amen, to thi 
praiſe of God thronph ns, 

Deut 18,12, 48 3 22,23, Heb.1,1,z, an 
through the Epiſtle Ich 1,1,14,i8, & 12 
49,50, 15,15 & 20,21 Prov, B,8,9, ard 
30,5,6,2 Immn.3,t5,16,17,% Cor.1,20. 


9. Touching his Perſor- , rhe Lord 
Jeſus, of whom a Moles and : he Prophets 
wrote, and whom the Apoltles preached, 
Is the 6 everiafting. Sonne of God the 
Father by eternall generation, the bright-| 
nes of his glorie,and the evgraven form} 
of his Perſon, coeffentiall, corquail,and 
corternall God with him aod with the 
Holy 


Confeſsiou- of Faith, 3r 
oly Ghoſt ; By whom he made the 
worlds, by whont be upholderh #od go- 
yerneth all the works he bath made; who 
Jalſo,c when the fulnes of time was come, 
was made man of awoman , of the 4 
a1} T ribe of [udah,of e the Seed of David & 
Abraham, to wit, of Mary that bleffed 
Virgin,by che Holy Ghoft comming upon 
{ her,and the power of the moft High over- 
ſhadowing her ; and was al'o f in all 
thivgs like unto as, finne only exccepred. 
2 a Gen.3,15 & 22,18, 49, 10,Dan.>,1} 
/m © 9,2 1,25,26, ler-23,5,6, Pſal.2,2,6,7,12 
ry © 16,10,0 £10,vith Luk, 24,44,1.h 5,46 
hef Atts 10, 42,43, © 13,33,&c. and 17,3, 
b Pro.8,22,Mic,5,2,10h,1,1,2,3,05 12,37- 
qr, withEſa:6,1,11, and with AR;: 8,25, 
Heb: 1 chap :Col. 1,15,16,17,& 2,9, c Gal: 
Ml 4:4, Gen.3>15, d Heb:7,14, Revs, 5.with 
Gen.q9,9,10, e Rom.1,3,© 9,5,Gen.22, 
18,Gal:3,16,Mat.1,1,&c, Luke 3,23,Gc. 
dj Eſat7.14 Luke 1, 26,99c, Heb:2.16. f Heb: 
of 4-15, Eſa:53.3.4,9- Phil:2.7.8. 
10, Touching his Office, Jeſus Chriſt 
« only is made the Mediatour of the new 
 Teftament,even of the evertaſting Cove- 
& oantof grace between God and Man, to 
| be b perfealy and folly the Prophet, 
Prieft , and King of the Church of God 
for eyermiore. 


a 1 Tim, 


32 Confeſſion. of Faith. 
41 Tim.2.5, Heb.g9.15 and 13,20 Dan q | 


24.25 9. 14 6 AF.4 12. b Heb.1.2 & j 
1.2.3.9 7.24, and 12.2.--28. Pſal-i10 1] 


2 4.and 45.Deu.18.15,18 Fſag 6 7. 48. 
5 31 Eſa.55.4 Dan 7 13.14-Lak1-32.33.% 

'!!, Unro this Office,he was from ever-7 
lafting, a bv the j1ft and ſufficieat autho.} 
riry of the Facher , andinreſpeR of his 
Manha-d , from the womb called and 
ſerarared b and anoynted alſo, moft fully } 
an 1b1ndantly with all neceffary gaifts, 
a< it is written, God hath not meaſu"ed out 
the Spirit unto him, 

a Pr: $.2, E,4.42. 5,andqy 1.5, Heb 5, 
FE. b E/a.nt,2 F and61.1.2.3.with F ak. 
4, 7 22, 44:19 $8 loh:14.36,and ; 34. 

12. Thi: Office tobe Medzaror,that is, 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King of rhe Church 4 
of Gnd is ſoproper to Chrift.as neicher in I 
the whole, nor in any part thereof , itcan | 
be transferred fram him to any other, 

1 Tim:2.5, Heb3p.24 Dint7,14. Af;q, 
12 Eſa:13 It, Luke 1,23, /ch,14,6. 

f3. Tonchiug his Prophece, Chrif 4 
hath perfectly revealed out of the boſome 
of his Father,the whole word and will of 
God , that is needfall for bis Servants, 
either jointly or ſeverally ro know, beleey 


or obey; Heeallos batb ſpoken and doth 
ſpeake 
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ſpeake to his Church in his owne ordi- 
nance, by his owne Minifters and inftru- 
ments onely , and not by c any falle Mini 
ſtery at any rime, 

: 4 loh,1,18,69 12,49,50,09 15,15, 17, 
*$8,Deut,18.15,15,19, 1t:3,22.2:,24. Mat. 
17,5,Eph.1,8.9,2 ( 2,3 1 5 ,£6,17.6 Prove 


9.3 loh,13,20, Luk,10,16, Mat, 10,40,41, 

Is 3 & 28,18,20, Deut 33,8. 10, Eph:4 78,11, 
7 12,13, c Mat.7,15, 6,9 24,'3,24, 2 Pet. 
S032 clap, 2 lim.g.z,4. 80m 10,14, 5,© 16, 
atY-17, 1 Imm.6,3,4,5,i01,23 21, lob.I-gi =F« 
Rev 9,3 Ges 4 

f. 14. Touching bis Prieſthood, Chrift a 
& | being con'ecrated bath appeared once to 
put away fin, by the offcing & ſacrificing 

. of himſelf; and to this end bath fully per- 


{ formed and ſuffred all thoſe thiogs , by 
which God through the blood of that bis 
| croffe,in ao acceptable Sacrifice, might be 
reconciled to his eleR,and the blethng of 
abraham come upon us to eternall lite : 
| wherefore allo ha ving þ broken down the 
partition wall,and therewith finiſhed and 
removed all tboſerites, ſhadowes , and 
Ceremonies, he is now entred within rite 
valle, into the holy of holies , tbat is to 
the very Heaven and preſence of. God, 
where hee for ever liveth and fittcih ar. 
the right band of Majeſtic > apjeari 
G oo 
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before the face of his Father , to mak! 
interceſhon for ſuch as come unto thi 
| Throne of grace by that new and living 
way; and not that onely, but maketh cb1 
people a ſpirituall houſe , an boly Prieftj 
hood , to offer up fpiricuall Sacrifices 
acceptable to God through him, Neither 
doth the Father accept, or Chrift offerþ 
unto the Father any other worſhip , org 
worſhippers. 

a Toh.197,19.Heb:5,75,8,9 ad 9,25,Eſa:53} 
chap. Rom.5,19, 1 Pet.1z2.19 Epl,g,2, 
Col.r,20. Gal.3,13-14. 6 Eob:2.14-15.| 
16, Dan:9, 24.27. Heb:9.© no crap. Kon: 8 
34. Heb:4.,14 16. and 7. 25, Ph. 2.8-11. 
c r Pet:2,5, Rev:1,g,6,and 8.3.4. Rom. 12 1 
I2.Mar.g.i9.50, Mal.1.14, lob.,4,23024j 
Mar,7,6.7.8,tſa.t.12. 3c, 

5. Touching his Kingdome, Chritt 4 
being riſen from the dead , z\cended into þ 
Heaven, fits at the right band of God the 
Father, baving all power in Heaven and 
Earth given unto him,he doth Spiritually 
govern his Church ; exercifing his power 
b overall Angels and men, pu and bad. 
to the preſervation and (a vation of the 


ele&,to the overruling and deſtru&ion of 
the reprobate; c communicating and ap- 


plyiog the benefits, vertue, and S pre 
is 


- (ovfeffion, of Faith. i #5 
no kflly 6g phacy and Prieſthood uaeto his elec, 
| thy m?ly to the remiſſion , ſubduing, and 
VI ing away of their (ins,tq their juſtifica« 
cbigþsa, adoption of Soanes, regeneration, 
(efta2 fication, preſervation and ftrength= 
CeSaz in all their conflicts againſt Sathan, 
hethe world, the fleſb, and the temptations 
IF then ; continually dwelling in, goyer- 
olgins, ann keeping their hearts in his true 
aich and fear by his holy Spirit ; which 
I3Baving d oncegiven it, hee never taketh 
J way from them, but by ir ill hegetterh 
880d aviritheth in them repznrance, fait, 
1, ve, ovedierice, comfort, peace,joy, hope, 
2 1Yn4 all Crriftian vertaes, unto immortali- 
24 fie; notwithſtanding that itbe ſometimes 
hrough finne & rempration interrupted, 
mothered, and as it were overwhelmed 
Yr thetime. And onthe contrary,e rul'tiy 
40" the world over his caemies, Sathan, & 
xl the veſf2ts of wrach , limiting, uſing, 

4 reſtrayning them by his mighty pow- 
ff + #5 ſeemeth good ia his divioe wit- 
mome andjattice, to the ex{cationof his 
determinate connfſell, ro wit, to their Se - 
daRtion, hardaing , an condemnation, 

- [delivering them np to a reprovare mind, 
to be Kept through their owne deſert in 
C 2 dar Kovs, 


judgement, | 


Zac, 1 8, ©c. Mar.1,27, Heb.I,14, Iob,16,7-- 


"ox 


36 Confefion, of Faith, 


darkneſle \, finne, and ſenſualitie , unto 


a1 Cor,5,4,&c. x Per.3,21,22, Mat. 
28,18,19.20 P/al.2,6, 44.5,30,31,T0h.19, 
36, Rev.19,16, Rom.14,17. b loſ. 5,14, 


is. c Epb.5,26,27. Rom,5, 5 6,09 7,08 
chap.& 14,17Gal,5,22.23.110b.4.13.5c.$ 
d loh.13.1.and 10,28. 29, and x4. 16,17, 
16,31.32,with Luke 22+31.32.40 .Rom-rt. 
29,Pſal.51.10. J1,12,and 89.30--24.l0b 33 
29.30.Eſa:54.8.9.10.2 Cor,12.7 8 9.Epb, 
6.10.Gc.Gal:5. 17.22.23, e lob 1.6; and 
2 chap.x Kin:22,19,. Eſa:10.5.15, Rom:1, 
21;and2,4.5 6;and9,17.19. 19.Eſa;y57.20 
21, 2 Pet; 2chap. 
16: This Xingaome ſhalbe then fully 
perfected, when he ſhall the ſecond time } 
come in glorie wich bis mightie Angels, Jo 
to judpe both quick and dead, to abolilh | 
all rule, authoricie and power, to put all Jy 
his enemics under his feet, to ſeparate 6c | 
free all bis choſen from them for ever, to 
punth the wicked with everlaſting per- 
dition from his preſence, to gather,joyne 
and carry the godly with bimſelfe into 
endles glory , and then to deliver ap the 
Kingdome to God, even the Fatber, that | 
ſo the glory of the Father may be full and 
perfect in the Sonne , the glorie of the 
= "I 


Conſeſſjon- of Faith, 37 
onne inall his members, and God bee 
Il in all, | | 
ito 1 Cor,15.24.28. Dan,12.2,3,10h,5,22 
$.29, Heb.g.28-2 Theſ.t,y,t0, Mat.13, 
at.1.49,8 25.,31.1 Theſ,q.1$:16.17. John 
7.21-26, 1 Cor,15.28- | 
17, In the meane time , beſides bis ab- 
alate rule in the world, Chrift bath bere 


8 | 
5c. fp Earth (4) a Spiritual K:ngdome GC cecon 
& Þomicall regiment in his Church , which, 


ſe batb purchaſed and redeemed to him« 


35 elfe, as a peculiar inberitance, And al= 
” deir that many bypocrires doe for the time 


urke amongft them b whiles the Church 
$ militant here on Earth, yet Chrift not» 
withftandiog c by the power of bis 

y Iwvvord gathereth them which. bee bis into 
E Fthe body of his Church, calleth them from 
» Jour of the world , bringeth them to his 
7 Jrcue faith, ſeparating them 4 fr6 amoogtt 
Junbeleevers, from idolatry,falle worſhip, 
© {Superſtition , yanity , diſfolute life, and 
fall works of darkneſſe,&c, making them 
- ja royall Priefthood,an holy nation, a peo-« 
{ple ſer at liberty , ro ſhew forth the yer- 
> $tues of bim that bath called them ont of 
 { darknes into his maryelous light ; gathe- 
I ring and uniting thera together , as 8 
Cz members 


33 Confeftionw of Falth, 
e members of ohe body, {n his Faith, lor 
and boly order,unto all generall atid tu 
ruall duties, f through bis ſpirit inſtruR 
ibg aid goverhing thera by tuch Off 
and Laives as bee hath preferibed in Þ 
word , by which Officets avd Lawes het 
goyerneth bis Chutch , hid by x Bone 
others. th 

a f6b,1$.36; x Ti8.3 t5.16b, 3. 6,9;#n! 
19.21, X4ch.4 7. A#,to 28.1it.2-14. 0 
Mit,t3.25 45, 22,12. Luk.13,25.4 Tim. 
2:20. t Mar.a6.15.16.,Col.1-21. 1 Cor. 6. 
Zi-Tit.z.3.4.5. dEſa.52 11, Ezra 6.21, 
A A 2.40,4nd 27 Z.4,and I 9.9.2 WA 
18.1 Per.2.4.5 9.25. ec Eph.4,12.16.E/ 
60.4 8, P/a.r 10.3. AR.2.41, Col:2,5.6. 
F Eſa.59.21.a#d 62 6. i lob, 2.47.Epb?/. 4 
7.8 11.13.1er.3.13-Exek.34 chap. Zach. 11: 
$. Heb.12.2$.29,Mat.28,20, 1 Tim.6, 13 
14. . g Mat, 7,15, and 24,23,24+25, and 
4+3.4-ler,1730-31,and 23,21,Deut-12.32 

ev,l2,2, and22,18, 19, 


9 j 
18, Torhis ({4#rch he bath made the 


# promiſes , atd given the Sealers of his 
Coyenatt , rt; blefivg , and 
prote&tion : Here art the b boly Oracles, 
a3 inthe Arke, ſntely _ , abs pwel\ 

taupht, Here are all the cFoutraines and 
Springs of bis price continually reple» 
bilbed atd Rowiss for, Here is Chrift 


d lifted: 


| Confeſſrony) of Faith, 39 
a8 lifted up to all Nations , bither-e hee 
no Wo vicerh all men to bis Supper,bis marizge 
16 caft;Hither ought all men of all eſtates 
epÞ0d degrees, that acknowledge bim their 
pj ropher{Prieft,and King to repaire, to be 
Meorolled amongſt his bouſhold Servants, 
vo bee under his Heavenly conduQt and 
yernment , to lead their lives in bis 
walled ſheepfold and watered orchard, 
to baye communion here with the Saints, 
that they may be made meet to be parta. 
kers of their inheritance inthe kKingdome 
of God, 
a Lev, 26.11,12, Mat, 28. 18.19 20, 
Y Rom 9.4, Eſz.50-20.21.Ezek.48.39.2 Cor. 
6.18. bEſa.$. 6. 1 Tim.z.Is, © 4.16, 
G-3 5, 2T1m,2.15, Tit.1,9. Dent.31,25, 
cPſal.46 4.5. Ezek.47.1, ©c,]oh.1-16. and 
| 7.33.39.Eph 4.4.7, dEſa11.12, lob, 3. 
14, 4nd 12.32. Eſa. 49.22. e Eſa. 5F.1, 
Mat.6,33, «nd 22 2,&c. Prov.,g.4.5.10b, 7 
37» f Deut,12,5;11. Eſa,2.2.3,and 14.1; 
and 41.5. Zach,14 16.17,18,19, AR.2,41 
47,Heb:12,%c,Pſal:$87,5,6 Song 4.12 ; Gal: 
6;10; Eph;2;39;Col:1;12,13, 

19, And as 4 all his Servants and Sub« 
jes are called hither to preſent their bo« 
dies, and Soules , and to bring the Guifts 
God hath given them,ſo being come, they 
are bere by himſelfe beftowed in their 
C 4 leyerall, 


Sl et EY on 23'S 


FFI 


40 Confeſſion» of Faith, . 

ſeyeral order, peculiar place,due uſe,being® 
fily compact and Knit together , by every 
joior of belp , according tothe effeRuallſ® 
worke,in the meature of every part , unto! 
rhe edification of it ſelte in loveg W here. 
unto when be 6 aſcended up on bigh, hee. 
= guifes anto men , and diftribuced ® 
them untoſleverall publicke functions in} 
his Church, bayiog inftitured apd ratified Y 
to continue unto the worlds end , onely 
this publick ordinarie miniftery of Pa. ; 
Hors, Teachers, Elders, Deacons Helpers, to | 
the ioftruRipp, government, aud Service | 
of his Charch. | | 

a Fee Article 18. afore, and Ex0:25 ,2 and | 

2525,1 C0.12,4 5,6,7. i 2,18, Kem.12,4.5 ,6 
Pet:4,10, Epbeſi4.16, Col 2.5.6,19, 
B b.4 $,10,11,12,13, Kom.12.7,8,05 16 1. 
DEL $,6,7,8, 11,14.15.16 17,18.28 
AR:6,2,3.0 14.23, © 20, 17,28, Phil. 1,1, 
x Pet.5,1,2,3,4-1 1im.3 chap & 5,3 9,1, 
21,wich6,13,i4 Rev.22,1N,,9, Mat.28,20 
20, This 1miſtery 1s exactiy a deicrie 
bed, diſtinguiſhed , limited concerning 
their office , their callivg ro their office, 
their adminiſtratiou of their cffice, and 
their maintenance in their office, by moſt 
perfect and plaine Lawes in Gods word; 
ISL Lawes it is not Lawfull for theſe 
Miniſters, 


deing® 
veryy 
2nallf” 
unto! 
ere. if 
hee: 
red 2 
$ in © 
fied | 
ely * 
Pa. i 
to 
ce | 
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(onfefſton- of Faith, 4x 
Minifters , or for the whole Church wir* 
tingly co negleR,tranſgrefle, ur vivlate in 
apy part , Our yet to receive any other 
Lawes brought into.the Church by any 
perion whatk-ever, ; 

a Rim. 12,7 8. Epb.4 11,12,with the Fpif, 
ro Tm, and | 1s. dt ©6,3.5 © & 14 83 and 
2,17 c,1Ver 5,1,f.3 8 Cor 5,44. and 
9 7 9 14, 4nd 12,4 Gc, and Hev:3 2 6,4nd 
Pre 8,8.gy, # Heo,2.3 and 4,3,094 13.25, 
GS. tim.i415, awd 6,43 14. (a 1,8, 
9.Decui 4,2,and' 12,32, Kev 2.18.19, 

2, Noue 4 ay uiurpP ur EXECULE 4 
Amniſtery , bur ſuch as arerightly called 
by the Ciurch whereof they (tand Moi» 
ters, uaro fuch offices, and in luci: m+uner 
as God hath preſcribed in bis word, Aud 
being lo called ,' they ought 16 give all 
diligencE to fu'b!] their Miniftery to bee 
fourd faithfai & ynublamable is al things, 


| jap © Heb.5,4, Num.16,5,40,0 18,75,2 Chro. 
© 26,18.10bn 10,1,2 and 3,27,A4.6,2.5,6,05 


14,23.Tit.1,5, ler, 23,21. Num,$,9,10. b 
ARi20,28. 1 Cor-4,1,2, Colt4 17. 1 Twn.t, 
18,19,09 4,12, 5.21,© 6.11: 14.2 Tim. 
13.14.65 3.14.694.5.1fet.5.1-4 RG 12 oy: 
22, This AAmitery 1s alike given to 
eyery Chriſtian congregation, with like & 
equal power and commiſſion to have and 
epjoy the ſame , as God offereth fir men 
$5 .. » _ end 
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and <eanes , the ſathe rules given to all 4 h jy 


for theeleQion atid execution thereof in © x 


all plates. 


1,55 
Ly 
L 


Mat,28,20,1 Cor 4,17,09 $2:4--7,0 14 |! 


33,36, S 16, 1,Eph.4.10-12, Rev 1,a5,00d b 
$,& 3 chap. x Vor, Z,21 ,22,243, Mar,1$8,17, 7 


See befides theſe the Article 2. before. 
23, Az evety Chitiftian Congregation 
#hathpower and commandement to cle& 
nad ordaine their owne M{inFerss accor- 
ding to the rules in Gods word pteſcri- 
bed , and whileft they (hall faithfully exe- 
Cute their office, to bhaye them b in ſuper 
abundant love for tbeir worke ſake , to 
provide for them , to bunour them and 
reverence them, pecording to the digoity 
of the office they execute z $»bave they 
allo c power and commandement , when 
any ſuch default , either io their life, 
dofcrine,or adminiſtration breakech our, 
#5 by the rule of rhe word debarreth them 
from,ot deptiverh them of their miniſtery 
by due vrder ro depoyſe them from the 
Mioiftery they exerciſed ; Yea if the caſe 
lorequire, and they remaine obftinate & 
icpenitent, orderly ro catt them off by 
——— yy "i 
, 464.6, 3,5,6,9nd 14,2}, 3233, £23 
2 Cor,Y, ts, Ty, 5.8 43 L and _ BA 
| um, 


0 
1 
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P Confeflion of Faith, 43 
1 Z »f #n.$;9,t6, 2 Cor, 16,3» b 1 Theſ.5,12 
Oo Þ 13, 1 14m552,17,18, Heb.13,17,1 Cor.g,7y 
py c,Gal, 6,6: c£ 11:7 3,100,476 5,22, m, 
4 [7 16,17, Pbil.3,2, 1 T:1.6,3,5, E4c0u,44, 22, 
4 * 1z Mat. is, 17, 
| © 24, Chtiſt 4 batb given this powerts 
7 receive in of to cut F: avy member”, ro 
' * the whole body rogetber of every Chri- 
| & Rftjan Congregation, und not to avy one 
member apatt , or to more membcrs 
ſequeftred from the whole,or to aty other 
Congregation to doe it for them ; Yer lo, 
as each Cougregation ought to ule the 6 
beft belp they can bercunto, and tbe moſt 
meet thEmber chey bave to pronounce the 
ſame in their pablick afſemblie, 
 aPfal.122,z,A8. 2,47, Rom.16,;2, Mat. 
18,17,1 Cor. F,4,2 Corg2,6,7,8, Lev 2©,4,5 
and 21,14,Num,z,2,3,Dens.13,9.9 Att.i5 
2,22,with 1 Cor.3,5,22,09 12,20 & 14533 
25, Every mcmber of each Chriftian 
Congregation. , how excellent, great,or 
learned foever,ought to be lubje to this 
Ceulure and judgement of Chrift ; Yet 
ought not the Chnrch without great care 
and due advice to proceed apainſt [nach 
publick perſots, 
Ley.4.chap, 2 (bro0n.26,20, P/al.2.10, 
It.l2, & 141-5; and147-8,9, Att11.2.4 
1 Tim,1 9,20.2t, 26, As 


- 


— 
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26, As Chriſt hach 4 for the keeping. | 


of this Church in holy and orderly com- 
munion , placed ſome ſpeciall men oyer 


the Cburch , -who by their office are to 


governe,oyerlee, vifite, watch,&c, Sob 
licewiſe for tbe better keeping thereof in 
all places , by all the Members, be batb 
given authority & laid duety upon them 
all to watch one over another. | 


a Ai 20,17 .238.Heb.13.17.24.Song 3:3, 
Eſa 62.6.f7ec.33.2.Mat.24 45. Luke 12. 


42.1'Theſ.5,14. b Mar 13.34-37.Luke 17 


3-t4/,6.1,1 Theſ 5.11, Jude verſ. 3.29.Heb, 
10.24.25.and 12.15. 

27. Finally, whileft the Miniſters and 
people thus remaine together in this holy 
order & Chriftian communion, each one 
endevouring to doe the will of God in 
their calliog,& thus to walke to the glory 
of God, in the obedience of faith ; Chriſt 
hath promiſed to be preſent with them, to 
blefie & defend thero againſt all fraud & 
force of their enemies, ſo as the gates of 
Hell {hall not prevaile agaiuft them, 

Mat.28.20.Luke 12.35.36. 37-38. Rom, 
16.19,20.Deu,28,1.&c. Zach,2. 5-& 12.2. 
3-4 Pf,125.2,& 132.12,13.&c.Mar. 16.18 

38. But when and where this boly 


erder & diligent watch was intermitted, 


negleRed, 


WC EEC 


, . 
] ' 


a 


C onfoſſuon viabb, "I; 


"# ; negleQed, violated ; Antichriſt that man 


} of ſmnne;did together with other points of 


i Chriftian Faith corrupt allo and alter rhe 


; boly ordipances,offices,6& adminiftrations 


” of the Church ; and inſtead thereof 
- brought-in ; and ere&ed a firange nevp 


forged Miniftery, Leiturgie,and govern» 
ment, Yea and the nations, Kingdomes 
and Inhabitants of the Earth were made 
drunken with this cup of fornications & 
abominatiohs, and all people enforced ro 
receive the Beaſts marke, anil worſhip 
bis image, and ſobrought into confuſion 
and Babiloviſh bondage, 

2 Theſ.2.3.4 $9.10.11.12. Rev. 0:8 13 
& 17;& 18 chap: 1 Tim:4.1,2-3; Pjal:74; 
Eſa:14.13.14; Dan:7,25; & 8.10.11.12;& 
I1.31;2 Per;2 chap; 1lobn2,1$.22; & 4: 
2. 3;and 2 lob: verſ:7.9, 

29, The preſent Hierarchie retayned 
and uſed in England of Archbs,Primates, 
Lordbps. Mertropolitanes , Suffcaganes, 
Deanes, Prebendaties, Canons , Petica- 
nons  Archdeachas, Chancellours , Com- 
willaries Prieſts, Deacons, or Halfprieſts, 
Parſovs, Vicars,Curats, Hireling roving 
Preachers » Charch-wardens , Paailh- 
clerks; Alſo their Do&ors, Pro&ors,and 
other Officers of their Spirituall Courcs 
(as 


45 (confeſſions of Faith, 
(as they call them ) rogether with the 


whole table of che Prelates, and their Ser- 


vitours from and uader them fer over 
theſe Cathedrall and Pariſhionall AT:m- 
blies in this confufion, are a ftrange and 
Antichriſtian Mioifterie and Offices; and 
arc not that Minift-rie ahave named, 
iaftitated in Crifts Teſtameat,nor placed 
in or over his Charch, | 
| Rev 9,3.5:, and r2,15,16, 17, and 1, 
13,17,2 ſ5:{23,48.9, with R1n;12 7,8, 
with Bph:4 1112, t Tim:3,t5, anig,07. 
Let ths drticle be conferred with the prece= 
der, x,2,12,13,14.19,2 1,21,22,23,2 1,28 
39. [hele heir p »piſh Offices, Eatrance 
( 4dmini}3rajion, and Uf wnteaance,) with 
their nam2s,ticles, priviledgzs, and pre- 
rogatives ; allo the p>wer and rg'e they 
uſurp over and ja theſe Ecclefixſticall 
allemblies, over the whole Miniftracion 
and effices rhereof, yea one over another, 
crexting Prieſts, citing, ſuſpeading,fGlen- 
cing,depohing, abſolving, excommanica- 
ting,8&c, Their confounding of Ecclefia- 
Ricall and Civilljuriſdi&ion , cauſes, and 
-9:2edinzs in their perſons, Conces, com- 


miſfi >15, viſaratis, the Prieſts of lefle rale 


teking rheir Miniſtery from, & exerciſing 


'1tunder them _by their preſcription! and 


imitatiou 
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L) Confeſſion of Paith, 47 
of limitation, (wearing Canonical obedience 
Zunoto them, admiviftring by their deviſed 
7 impoſed ftinced popiſh Leiturgie , 8c. 
3 Finally, the diſpenlatious which they uſe 
$ for Plurality of benefices, licences of 
27 Non reſidency , Liceaces to marry and 
eate fl:{h ( both which with them are on 
g certaine dayes aod times forbiddep, &c.) 
7 Theſe, we fay, are1ufficievt proofes of the 
7 former affertion , the particulars therein 
Z being duely examined by, avd compared 


Hl 


to the rules of Chrifts Teftawent, Not to 


7 ſpeake here, of their private Bapriſme, of 
I the ſipneof the Croſle, uſed ip Baptilme, 


of que tions propounded tothe infants,of 
the Priefts Surplice, prayer over the dead 
at burial! , kneeling at the Lords Supper , 
and other the like popilh corruptions, 
almoft infinite. , retained and allowed 
amopg them, 


Confer thi Article with the precedent 1 
3,12,13,14,19,65c: alſo Rev.g, 3,&c, and 
13,11,15,16,17,4nd 14,9, '0,11,and 17,24 
5. 4nd 18 14.17, aud 22.18-19. Joh:10;TI 1. 
Luke 22,25, 26.Dan:7 8,2;, and$8,10,11, 
12. 2 Theſ.2,3.4, 8,9. 1 Pet:y$.3,with ]oÞ:3 
27.29, with Rev:2e1, 1Kin: 12, 27. ©e. 
Zach:11,15.16. Eſa:1.12, and29 8. and 
30,22, Mar;7, 78. Gatl:1.8.&c. and "2 5. 
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48 Confeſs,09 of Faith, 
C-/.2,20 22,23, 1 Tim.4,1,2,3,E7e.8,5,0 
13,9,Gc, Mica.2,tt. Malach.1,8,13, 14 
I Cor.l4$, 4,35,Exd 20,4,5,6,7, Num,1 
39,40,f/-119 22,113,128, Dou.r?,30,z 1,31 
3t. Thele Ecclefiaſticall Afſemblies 
remaining thiis in confuſion and boudape 
uuder _this Antichriſtians Minifterie , 
Courts, Canoos, worſhip, ordinances, 8c. 
without freedome and powet to redrefſle 
any enrmicy among them , canpot bee 
ſaid in this confuſion and ſubjeRion, truly 
to have Chr;ſ/t, their Propher , Prieſt and 
King, neither cao be in this eſtate (whilefl 
wejudy them by the rules of Gods wor!) 
efteemed the true, viſible, orderly vathe- 
red or conftirured Churcties of Chrift, 
whereof the faithfull may become or 
ftand embers , or have any Spirituall 
communion with chem in their puvlick 
worihip and Adminiftration. | 
Con ferre thi Article wth the precedent; See 
alſo Rev 1.$,2,3,4,5,1 Cir.14,33,ler. 15,19 
Mal.r,4,6,8. Hsſ.4,14,15,Rom.6, 6, 2 Per. 
2,19 Lev, 17,1--9. 1 Cor,10,14,17,18,19, 
20, 2 Cor.6,14,15,16, 17. Song 1, 6,7. 


32. Therefore ate a all that will bee 
ſaved , hound by Gods commandement, 
with. (peed ro come forth of this enti. 
ehriftian eſtate , leaving rhe ſuppreſſion of | 

it6- 


? 
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Confuſion. of Faith, 49 
þ unto the Magiſtrate ro whom it be- 
bgeth, Aod al ſuch alſoas haveereceived 


5: fr exerciled any of ſuch falle Officers or 
118"? pretended funQtion or Miniftery,in or 


othis falſe & Anticbriſtian coofticution, 
re willingly in Gods feare to give over 
Kod leave thoſe unlawfull Offices, and no 
onger to minifter in, this manner to theſe 
\flemblics jn this eſtate, Neither may 4 


CC.h Der 1M. 
(ſ:F$vy of whar tort or condition foever give 
ee ffavy part of their goods, Lands, Money,or 


oney worth, tothe maintenance of this 
falſe Miviftery and worſhip ; upon any 
commandement , . or under any colour 
whatſoever, | 


 4Rev. 19,4 Eſ::48,20.and $1,1 x. Ter:50 
8,and F1,6,45 Zach.2,6 2 Cor 6,17.6 Rev, 
17,16, Mat:22,21,2 (.hro,14,3,4,5-4nd If, 
198,9.and 17.6. 2 K:n:23.5,09c, Rom.13,4. 
© We Rev 18,4. naps 3,24,5.6-.and 14, 21. 
Ter:51,26. Pla :119.59,60, 128. Pro 3 No. 
Eſa.$, i1,12 and35,8. dRev.18,11, Pſal. 
16,3 4.Prov,3,9,10,with Exod.20,4,5.Jud, 
17,3,4,5, Exec. 16,17, 18,19, 1 Cor,10,19, 
20,21,22, with Heb, 13,10. i Timn.5,17., 
Z Cor, 8. 3,445- | | 
33. And being come forth of this A- 
tichriſizan eFFate unto tbe freedom & true 


profe ſion of (b1:t, beſids the a inftruting 
D and - 


3-4 


xures, tryed iti che exerciſe Prophedy,arren 


{by the appotatment of the coogrepation) 


$h | Confeſtitn of Faxth, | 
ard well guiding of their owne fimilic; 

they are willingly to b joyne-rogerher i 
Chbriftian communion and orderly Cove 
nave, apd by free confeffion of Faith an 
obedience of Chrift to unite thetoſely 
into cpecnliar & viſible Congregations | 
'whetin,as members of one body whereo! 
Chrift is the ofily Head, they are to wor 
{bip 8& ſerve God according to tis word 
remebriog to d keep boly the Lordi day, 


_ aGen,18,19,Exod.1z,8.14, Prov.31 926, 


27,Epb 6,4,9,Devr. 67, Pſal.79,3:4-b Luk 
$7, 37.Phi!,1,5.ler.$0.445, 38. 2,41.42. Þ/, 


'£10,3,Eſa, 144; 44 5:Neb g, ;8. 2 Cor. 


T3, with c x Cor.1,2.Qand 12,14,27, 3 14 
23,and 16 x,44 14, 23,27 and 15,3,4, an 
16,5rRom.123.5.Matel8.17. 18.19, 20, Rev 
XY 20,4nd 2,i8.12, 10, and 3--17.14.Eph.1 


 19.C#9l.2.19. dExed,20,8,with Rev, I.16 


AQaA,20,7. 1 Cor. 16.2. 


_*" 3& Thenalſo 4 ſuch to whom Godl 


bath given guifts to interpret the -Scrip 


ding to ftudy and learnitig,oiay 8 ought 


ro prophelic according to tbe proportion 
of Faith , and fo toreach publickly: the 
word of God, for the edification , exhbor- 
tation and comfort of the Church; on 
uc 


|. [bn fe flidns of Faith, fe 
ſach time #s the people be incert for,and 
God manifeſt men with- atite guifes and 
ticnes- ro ſucti Office or Ofhoes & Thrift 
bath appoited to the publick Minifterie 
of his Church;Bur 6 av Satrarhents ro DE 
WF adininiftced untill: cbe Paſtors or Tenchers 
oi be choſen & ordained into their offices: 


d . 4 1 Cor,14 cbap. Rem 12.6, 1 Pet:4, r0'k2 
4M. 1. Cor. 12,7.48.13.15.1 Theſ-5.20,b Heb: 
y. 5.4 Ep" :4-11.12.' Num. 16,30, 39.40-Rom. 
12-7 Lob,, 1.23,25. IJ Cor.i.14, i 5.16.17, 
" with ebap., 5.6. "on "a | 

lh ; 35: And then whereſoeuer there ſhil 
- bea people fitt; and mien furniſhed with 
144 meer and necef{ary puifis , they gfe not 
ng onely MH ro contioue th# exercrſt of Pro- 
"0 phecy aforeſaid, but alfo s upon dut'try at 

F roproceed uuto choyee and vrdinationsf 
Officers for the Miniftety and Service of 
the Chutch, according to the rule of Cots 
word .;-4nd {6 hold on & ſtil t& walk 
PY forward inthe wayes of Chrift” for -their 
mutual edifreation.and-comfort; 28 it fa} 

"| pleaſe God tfo'gine'knowledge: avd prace 
%)[ rhereunto, And particularly, thar{tch' ab 
be'c of the ſeed, of under the governineor 


nel of ay of the, Chareh , be even is their 
ro infanciereceiv-d-ro Baptiſm, and made 


partakets of t e fgac-of Gods Covenane 
D 2 mate 


— 


KY 
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ec Confeſſion of Farth, 

made with the faitbfall and their Seed 
throughout all generations. And that all 
dof the Church that are of Yeares, & able 
ro examine themſelyes, doe communicate 
alſo in the Lords Supper , both men and 
women, and inebothkindes bread and 


V 


wine, In which felemeots,as alſoin the k 


water of baptiſme,even after they are con- 
{ecrate, there is neither tranſubſtanciation 
Ipto, nor conſubſtantiation with the body 
and blood of Jeſus Chrift : whom. the 
Hegvens muſt containe , untill the time 
that all rhings bereftored ; Bur they are 
£ in the ordinance of God fignes and 

eales of Godseverlaſting covenant with 
us , repreſevting and offriog h toall the 
receivers, but exhibited only to the true 
beleevers the Lord Ieſus Chriſt and all his 
benefits unto rigbteouſnes, ſavRification, 
and eternal life,throngh faith in bis name, 
to the glory and praiſe of God. 

a AA, 6,3,5,6,and 14,21.22.22, Tir.1,5 
&c,Epb,q,ii,tz, 1Cor,13,7,8,14,15,28, 
x Tim-3,and5 ch.Lev.8ch, bCeol,2.5,6,7, 
2 Theſ,2,15, lud.ver,Z, (5c, Mate2$,20. 
c AF 2,38,39.witeh Rem.9,4, and Gen.17.7, 
22,27,Rom,11,16,1Cor.1,16,and 7,14,and 
10,2,P/al.22,30,Col,2,11,12,Excd. 12,48. 
4945,16,15,33, Mar, 10, _ dp" 

29, 


-- 
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Confeſtion- of Faith, rn 

29, 4 M4a,26,26,27, 1 Cor,1 1,28,4nd 1® 

3,4,16,17,4nd 12,13, AAa.2 42,v*hb I,14g 

and 22,7,8, Gal,:,28, e Mat, 26,26,27, 

1 Cor. 10 3,4,16,4ud 11,23,24-29, fl Cor, 

10,16,17,and 11,23,24,25,©c, Mar.26,26 

27 29,4nd 15,17,l0bn 12,8, A. 3,2-t, and 7 

5'. g£ Gen.17,11. Exed,12,1z, with Heb« 

13,20. LI Cor.I0,3,4,5,09 11,26,27,28z 

" 4 29,09 12,13, Rom. 2,28,'9, Col.2,11,12 

- 13, A&.8 13,36,37»;38,© 2 F29, Gal 3,27 

” Kom,y, and 6, and 7, and 8 chap, x Cor.i, 
39,3k, 

36, Thus being rightly gathered,eftas 
blithed, and ftill proceeding in Criſtian 
communion and obedience bf the Goſpel 
of Chrift, pone is to ſeparate for faults 8 
corruptions,which may and fo long as the 

Church covnſifteth of mortall men will fall 
4 out andarile amoog them, eyen in true 
conftiruted Churches, but by due order to 
{eeke redreſle thereof, | 


Rev,z,& z chap. AR.15,1,2, 1 Cor.1,10 
Ph:/:2,t-6,and 3,15,16.Heb.10,2g, Inde: 
ver.19,Lev:4,13,c, 2 Chron,n5,9,17. 0&3 
30,18.19,2 Cor 13,1,2,T Theſ,5,14,2Theſs- 
3.6, 14,Mat.18,17, I Cor,5,4,5s 


. 
3 " -_ 
* =y a 
« 5; ex me. _ 
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37, Such as yet ſee not-che trath, may 
notwithſtanding « beare+ the publick 
gdoArine aud prayers of the Church, and | 
Da _ wes: 


— - 
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| 20.5.1 Cor.7.14 Gen.173.7,12 27;Ex0d.12 


54 { nfeſſionw of Faith, | 
wich all meeknes are co be ſought by all 
meaves ; Yet none who ore groweo in |þ 
Teares may bee received into their com. 
munon,as mFbers,b but ſuch gs doe make 
confeſſia of theirFaith,publickly deſiring 
to be received 8s agbers, & promiſing to 
walke iathe obegicace of Cirift, Neither | 
any infants, c but fuch a5 ere the Seed of | 
the Faichfull by one of the paren:s , or 
ander their education" and government. 
And furcher 4 not any from one Cuvgree 
gation to be received members inanuther 
without bringing certificate of their for- 
mer eftate and preſent purpoſe, 

a 1 Cor,14,23,24.25, Pſal.18. 49, Rom, 
T5.9,10, 1 Tim,2.4.2 Tim. 2.25 02\ or. 
6.14.15.16,E7r.4.3.Ex0d.12-43, Lev.22. 
2$S-Deat,7 chap. Exod. 34.12.Ej4 44. 5-Pjal. 
47 9 and 120.3, Af.19 18.19. ' 5 Exed. 


48 49 A4.16.15 33. Epb.q.4.Jj. See alſo 
Ar tyc 35 .befare. d A\t:9,26.27. and 18 27 
Rew:16.1.2.2 Cor,$.23. Col; 4.10. 

38. Aud although rhe particular Con- 
orepations bee thus diſtin and feverall 
begies , every one asa compa and knit 
citie init ſelf, yer are they gl! to walke by 
ane & the ſame rule , and by all meanes 
r987<nient zo have the coupkell and help 

<4 one 


1 
| 
| 


\ 


7/4 Confeſſion of i —_ 55 

of another in all needfoll affaires of 

Me Church, as members of one body in 

ecommon Faith , under Chriſt their 
Þoely Head. 

« De hen, Son Fer 17-0 14 

4 p33 "= & 16.1,Co Ag Mat:28 20.11im, 

Y .& 6.13.14.Rev 32.18.19.Col,2.6.r9 


, Gas af.1g ch,See beſids the art:1,22.33. 
39- It is the Office and duty of Princes 
\» 4 ag;ſtrats (who by the ordinance of 
God are*s ſyupreame Goyernours under 
© bim over all perſons and cauſes within 
c /rbeir Realms & dominions)to 6 ſupprefle 
© and root out by their authoricy all falſe 
o  Minifteries, voluptary religions, & coun- 
; terfayr worſhip of God ; to aboliſh and 
2 deftroy the Idol Temples, Images, Altars, 
7 Veftments, and all otber mapuments of 
7 Idolatry and Superftition;and to take and 
conyert to their owne civill uſes,nor only 
the benefit of al ſuch Idolatrous buildings 
and monuments, but allo the Revenues, 
Demeanes,Lord (hips, Pofſeflions,Gleabs; 
avd Maintenance of any falle Minifteries, 
and ualawfall Ecclefiafticall Fun&ions 
whatſoever within their Dominions, And 
on the other hid,c to fiaþliſh & maintain 
by their Laws every part of Gods word, 
bis Ghriſtias ws" worſhip, a io” 
4 


_ 
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3,324» ſ, At. 19,27, Rev, I7,16, and 18, -— 


56 Confeſſion. of Faith, 
true Miniſtery deſcribed io bis word ; 
cherith and prote@ all ſuch as are rs 
to worſhip God according to bis Word, 
and to lead a godly life in all peace and 
loyalty ; yea ro enforce all their ſubjed/ 
whether Eccleſi afticall or Civill, ro doe! 
their duties to God and men, prote&ing} 
& maintainiog tbe good, puniſhiog aud 
reſtrayning tbe eyill , according as God 
bach commaunged , 'whole LieutenanÞ 
they arc bers on Earth, ti 
a Rom: 13.1,2.1 Per;2.13,14 2 Chron: i 
4, &c,& 29.& 34h: Tuds, 17:5.6 Mat: 22% 
21,Tit:3.1. b2Kmn:23,5,5, Deut: 2,2, . ( 


3,with 17,14.18,19.20. 2 Kin: 10.26, 27, 
28,2 Chron,17,6.Pſ.101.Pre:x6.12,8 25.2% 


M—_ Mm .. D -nm@@MCMX 6 ©,  - es as, ca 


12,&c. cEſa:; 49.23, and 60,3,10 11,12. 
Rev:21,24,Deut; 17.14, 18 19, a > P/al. 2. | 
T0,11,12,4nd 72,1,09c, and 101, loſ 1,7,8, 
2 Chr,17,4-9,© 19,4,c.andzg © zo cb. 
Dan.6,25,26,Eſr:7,26.Pro.16,10,'2,13-9* 
20,28, © 29, I4, Eſa. 10,1,2, 1 19,2, 2, | 
x Pet 2,13,14. Km 13, 5,4 | 
49. And thus the proteQion and come 
mandments of the Princes & Maziſtrats & | 


maketh it much more a peaccable,rhough 


-nDo whit at all 6 more lawfull, ro walkein | 
the wayes and ordinances of leſus Chrift; ÞÞ 1 


which be hath commanded his Church ro 
keep 


od P"W—_ 


{onfeſſion- of Faith, 57 
keep without [pot & unrebukeable uncill 
T bis appearing in the end of tbe world; & 
$ jo this »cbalf cherfore the brethren thus 
minded and proceeding, as is before ſaid, 
J are both continually co c {upplicate toGud 
tf and as they may,to their Princes and Go- 
UY vernours, tbat thus and under them they 
udÞ may lead a quiet and —_ life iv ail 
od oodlines and boneftie, l 
ne aAt.g9,z31,Pro 1',15 Eſra 5.093 6ch.1Tim:; 
2,2.Dan :6,25,26,Rev 21,24, b AR 4,18, 
9 19, 5,28 29, Dan 6.7 b,9 jo, Luke 21, 
29 13 Mar,28 20, 1 lm,g,21,0046. 13,14, 
| cPſal.209, and 72,1, x1:mm.2,2, 2 Cho; 
7,8 15, t,2, Hag:1,1,4, 14, and 2.5: 
2% 4t. Andit God encline tte Mapiſtrats 
+& beartrs,to the allowance and froteRion of 
J the Church therin,it ought t& be accofired 
'Y afingular & happy blething of Gud who 
| priceth ſuch oourſing Fathers & Mothers 
5/3 tohis Church, And it beboveth all to bee 
, 4 carefull to walk worthie ſo great a mercy 
of God, in all rhankfulnes & obedience, 
"3 P/al,126,1,65c,Eſa:49.22,65 Go, 16. Pſizx 
3 © 72,R0m.13,3,1 Tin 2 2,3,h,A4%4 9,31. 
| 
| 


52. But if God wichold the Magiſtrats 
allowance and furtherance herein , yet 4 
maſt wee notwithſtanding proceed to 
gether in Chriſtian Gininara and 


Ds "communion 
i 


5x Confeſfien of Faithi Fw 
cHmunion thus to walke in the obedience þ;; 
of Chrift, and confeſſion of his Faith and 
G-tpell , even through the middeft of all 

triali and zMlitions, not accounting our 

good:;lands, wives,childreo, Fathers,mo- 

thers,brethre, ſificrs,vo nor our lives dear þ 
poto us , foas wee may Hniſh our conrſe 

with jy , remembripg alwayes that wet 

onght 10vbey God rather then man; & groni- 
ding upon the bcommandment,comifſion 
and promiſe of our Saviour Chriſt, who 
8s hee Hail) al! power in Heaven and in 
Earth , ſohath alſo promiſed(if we keepe 
his commandements, which ht hath given 
without limitation of time, place, Magi- 
Rtrats allowance or diſallowice)ro be with 
us untothe end of the world; and when 
we have tiviſhed our courſe 2nd kept the 
faich,to give us the crown of righteouſnes 
which is Jaid up for all that love his appea- 
ring. 4a AR 2.40-42.& 4.19.0 5.28.29) 
$2.£ n6,20,65c. 'aud 17 6.7 © 29,23-24- Y* 
I'Theſ.3, 3.Phil.1.27.28 29.Dan.y 16--18Y 
and $.7.10.22,23.24,Luke n4.26,77,& a1 
12-14,2Tim 2,12 & 3.12. Heb.10. 32, &c, 
T Pet:4 ch,Rev,z.10,25.26 K6.9& 12-17 
17. b Mar.2$.18,19,20,1 Tint6,13, 14,15 
16, Rem.12,1,2,5,4,5,6,7,8, 1 Cor; L4.37, 
® T5”: 4,7,8, Reviz, kQaud 14,12,1 3,and 


S26.17,78.19-20, 
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Canfefi0u- of Faith, 59 
; 43. fJato all men 1s to be given whatſoever 
Huc untorhem, T ributes,cuſtomes,& al otber 
Wb lawfull & accuftomed duecries, ought wil- 
gly and orderiy to be payed and performed; 
Bbc lands,goods,and bodies, go be fubmuricg 
rhe Lord,to the Magiitrats plealure, Aud the 
agifrats themſelves every way to be acknuws 
dJged,reverenced, and obeyed, according 856 
Þ & dlines, not becaule of wrath ovciy, but allo 
rconlcience iake; And finally,all men lo to be 
Weemed and regarded , as is due and meet fur 
cir place,age £ftare,and condition, 

Rom:t2 1,5.637, viat,22.21, 1 Chrun,27 chap, 
ru 7y25,N 61.9. 36, 7, Iii gt, 1 Per 2,143 SG 
.18;12 3 20 12,66c. Lev. 19. : 2,0; 2y 7,&C. 
tt 3O,1 I co Epn,$,2:-3 » XR ©,, $,1 {cc 35% 
it: 2 (wap. , | 
£4. And thus, we labour tc f2ive upto God 
at.which is Gods,& umo Ce/ar that which 1s 
elats, and unto ali men, that which belongerh 
to them; Endevouring our lelyes to bave al- 
ayeSacleare conſcience towards God and to» 
Fards men ; And having bope'io God that the 
ſurretion of the dead [halbe of the juſt unto 
fe,and of the unjuſt uaro condemnation, evers 
ſting. Now if any take this to be Hereſfie,tben 
de we with the Apofile freely cConfefle that af- 
r the way which they call Hereſie, we worſhip 
od the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , bee 
: 7 keviog 
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—_ ConfeftiotL of Faith, - 
l-evingall things that are wrtzren inthe Law &r 
the Prophers and Apeitles ; and what focver 1:2 
cording to this rate of trach, publithed ia our ow 
couniry, or holden by any reformed Churches! 
their Co feffions abroad 1a the world, We doe al 
rej: & de. eſt ali ſtrange & her. ticall opin'ons{ 
doctrins of al berericks b.1tizi Id & new whatlocye 

Mat.22,21, Att.24,14.15,16 Ioh.5,28,25,04: 
12,2.2 Co:,4,.7,1 11m. 6,3 4,5, and 2 11m,4,1 
and 3,14,15,16,17. 

45. EF .nall; wi:ercas we are much ſlaniered an; 
tr.due-J,$Sit weden;ed or auifl:ked hat form 
of prayer,co...m nly called the Lords prayer; we 
th ug t:r neediul here alſo corct ring ut roma 
kn. wngthit we beleeie and .cknowlcuge it to bl 
8 wolt guiolute & moſt -xc-!lewformeof prayer 
Iuch as nc men nor At ge'Scan ſet down tie like 
An thati «+ as raugh. and ap20in'ed by our Lor 
JevsCuiſtn © hit we ſhou'd be tyeo to the ul 
of :Lo0.e.c.y wds but that »e thould acccrdi j 
To thai rule make al ont requeſts & thanklgi: 1n 
vnroGod for .ſmuch a+ 4! 15 a perfect form & pat 
rerae,containin,; 1n it piain & {ufficieat direQion 
of praye:,foral cccalions and nccctiities that hai 
been,arc,or {ia be, to the Church o! God,or av} 
membe: th:rcof ro0theend ofthe world, 

Mat :6.9-13.Luke 11.2.3.4. with Mat: 14.30. 
26.39.42; 48:1.24 25 ;& 4.24-30;& 6.4; Rom. 
26.27;&. 1 5-30.31.32;1 Pet:2.5; lam;1.F.6; & 
X33 1x T1rn:2 1,2-3; Epb:6.38.19; 1 Lhef:5.17.18 
Pbil:4.6;Rev:8, 3,4. 

Nowunto him thar ig able to keep us that we fal 
net & to preſent us faultlefſe before the prefenc: 
of vis gJory with joy,tbat is,to God onely wale,s 
Saviour, be gloty,and maj: ſtie,and dominion, ani 
pown, both now and ioc ever, Amen. 
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& oye Heads of the aifferencts bervveen uj 
- Ui and che Church of Enyland as it ſtandeth at thy 
wi_ day, concerning divers corruptions of Antichriſt, 
et remaining among them, | 


+Har Chrift the Lord hath by bislaft Teſta- 
ment given to his Churchgand ſet thereia 
Whicient ordinary offices, with the mater of cal» 
g,or eutrance, works,8& maintenance, for the 
miniſtration of his holy thiogs,8 for the ſufk 
Sent ordivary inſtru&ion guidance and ſeryice 
mf bis Churcb;to the end of the, world. | 
'F 2. That every particular Church hath like and 
Þ!l iotereft & power toenjoy & praQtile all rhe 
rdinances of Chriſt given by him to bis cburch 
cefo be oblerved therein perpetually, 
1 3. That a trae viſible Church,is a company of 
\Pcople called & ſeparated from the world by the 
Ford gf God,and joyned together by voluntarie 
rrofeſſion of faith of Chrift,ia the fellowſhip of 
be goſpel.And that therfore no prophan perſons 
nbeleeyers or wicked livers, may be received, 
Ferained or compelled to be mebers io the church 
ft Chriſt, whicbis his body ;God having in al ages 
Jppointed and made a ſeparation of his people 
From the world, hefore theLaw,under the Law, 
end now in the time of the Goſpell. | 

4, Thar diſcreer,fairhfu',% able men (hong h not 
Myer in office of Miniſtery) may prezch the Gotp-l 
I & whole rruth of God, that n E being ir {t brought 
to knowiedge,& converted ro ++ Lord, av then 
{ be joyned tog-therinvoly cs umn vis þ uf 
our Head an.il one with amt 1.1 GC. ! +.@L 
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5.That being thus joyned,every Churchi 
power in Chriftco cbule & rake unto theme! 
meet and (ufhcienr. perſons, into the offices af 
funRi-ns of Paſtors, Teachers, Deacos & Help, 
as thoſe which Carift hatch appointed in bis T 
ftamenr,for the feeding, poverving,ſerviog, u 
building up of his Church, And that no Anric) 
ftian Hierarchy, or MiniStery, * Popes, Archi 
Lordt1(hops, Suffraganes "Der, »A: ch. deacor 
(hancellours Par('15, Y i6ars, Þr «ſtr; Dum"9.mi 
fters,or any ſuch Iix+, may be fer over the Spo 
& (41h of (-11F, nor retained therein, 

6, Chat the Miviſters aforelaid, being lawful 
called by the Church where they are to admin 
fter, ought ro contite in their funRions accu 
ding to Gods ordinance, and carefully to fee 
the. ff ck of Chriſt committed unto ther#,hein 
not enj-oyned or {.iffred to beare Civil Ofc 
withall,neither burthened with the execution 
civil hiioes.c0 the celebration of MArkage, bu: $1 
the dead, &c, which things belong afwel rothy 
without as withia the Church, 

7. T bat che due maintenance of the Office 
aforeſaid, ſhould be of the free & voluntary c6 
tribution of the church,that according to Chr1)3 
ordinance,they which __ che goſpel, may liy 
of che golpel;& not by pop: ſp Lordſhips 8 living 
or Jewiih T iths & Offerings, Aad that therfor 
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he Lands & other lik- revenues of the Prelars & 
lergy yer remaining(being Rill aIſo baits to aſſure 
She 7eſuirs & Seminarics into the land, & incitemers 
,WÞaro chem to plot & proſecute their woonted evil 
T{Eourſes, ig bope to enjoy ther. ip time to-com) may 
W ought to be taken away, & converted to better 
(c,as thoſe of the eAbbeyes & N unneries lirve been 
heretofore by the Princes power and authority,to 
be honour of God aud great good ofthe Realme, 
$8. Thar all particular Churches ought. tobe io 
ropftituted,as having their own peculiar ufcers;the 
whole body of every Charch may meet together ini 
one place,& joyntly pertorm ,rheir duties ro God, 
and one rowards another, Abd itbat the ceafures of 
Sad monition X exchmunication {hould tn due man- 
ner be execured,for fin,coviated & obſtinatly ſtood 
in, This power allo tobe in |; body of the Charch 
wherof the parties ſo offeaing & perſiſting ate m:72crs 

. 9. That che Church is nor to be governed by 

Ml P?piſh Canons, Courts, Claſſes, Cnſtomes,or any bu- 
© ave iaventions, but by the Laws and rules whict: 
_ Criſt bath eppolated in his Teftament, Ther nv 
Apocrypha writings,but onely the Canonical [crepe 
tmes areto be ute ia the charch, And rhat rhe L-1: ci 
© is co be worſhipped & called dps in ſpirir & truth 
according to that form of prayer given by the Lird 
Jeſus, Mat,6, and after the Leiturgy of iis one 
Teftament,nor by any orker framed of inpuicd” / 
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men,much leffe by one rran{lated from the Popil! 
Leiturgie,as the Booke of common prayer, 

-10. That the S»craments being Seales of (od 
Covenent ought to bee admiuiftred onely to th 
fairhfull,& Baptilme, to their Sced,or thoſe unde 
their government, And that according to the fin 
plicitie of the Goſpel}, withour any Popiſh or oth 
abuſes,in eirher Sacrament, | | 

11, That the Churchi: not ro be urge? to th: ol 
ſervation-of {ayes and tim-s, lewifh or Popiſt; , fi 
on-ly :o ſanttify the Lords day: N-1ther tobe lad 
intbngs indifercn;,1 hiitcs 8 core nizs,wha | 


ever in.vEted by m- n;bur that Chriftid liverty way! 


retoin,.d:&what god hzthleir fre,no1e 10 make bo 

12. Th:t al monoments of idolatry,in garmeil 
or any other things, all Temples, Alrars,Coeppels, ok 
other pl ces dedica' cd heretefore by the Hoathens 9 
An ich: iſtians to their falſe wor-bip ought by auths 
ricy to be raſ-d & abohfhbed, not ſuffered to rematr 
for nour:{hing iuperftition , much lefle im ployed! 
the true v'01 ſhip © Gods | 

13. That popith d-grees in Theologie inforcomed 
0 ſingle life in Colicdges, abuſe et the ſtudy of pri 
phzne heathen Writers, wi h other like corrupitons 7 
Sc150l-s & Academics ihould be removed and rg 
drefſed.rhat ſo they may be he welfprings and rurl 
rics of true learni-g and godlines, 

14. Finzl'y that ali Ciurches & people ( wirho# 
exception)are bound in Relig:on on: ly to receive 
ſubmir unto thot conitiru:'on, Min terie, worthip, 
orier,whic: Chriſt 2s Lord and K'ng hah appoint 
u-43 his Church, and not to any other deviſed by wi 


vir locver, 


Let bim that readetb, conſider, q 
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